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Press release
Did someone say Baby Rave? 
Norfolk & Norwich Children’s Festival 2008 from 4 to 17 May 

The second Norfolk & Norwich Children’s Festival is packed with delights for the young and the young at heart. Amongst the irresistible treats in store are the UK premiere of the fabulous Circo de la Sombra, a Baby Rave for the under-4s and City of Secrets, a treasure hunt for 50 tiny performances hidden throughout the medieval streets of Norwich. 

In The Secret World of Strings (4 May), the world-famous Endellion String Quartet and presenter Lucy Forde take the audience on a musical journey of discovery. If you’ve ever wondered, “how do the players know when to begin?”, “which instrument makes the loudest sound?” and “do the players ever argue?” then this remarkable concert for children aged 7 and upwards will provide the answers. 

The much-loved children’s classic The Elves and the Shoemaker has been re-heeled by the inimitable Theatre of Widdershins (5 May). Beautifully crafted sets and puppets, sublime music, a kaleidoscope of miniature shoes and a comic mouse all make this show a magical must-see for children aged 3 to 9 years.

City of Secrets (10 May), this year’s Festival Family Day, is an artistic treasure hunt where the audience is the hunter. For one day only, 50 secret performances are hidden all over the city…in parks, in shopping malls, above your heads, beneath your feet, where will the next encounter be? 

A fascinating open rehearsal (10 May) gives a rare opportunity to see one of the world’s great conductors at work. Sir Colin Davis and Chamber Orchestra Anglia have been working on Elgar’s first symphony with budding young players of Chamber Orchestra Anglia’s young musicians scheme and the UEA Symphony Orchestra. The rehearsal will be followed by a short performance.

Circo de la Sombra (11 May) brings together six of the finest acrobats from Spain, France and Italy and the renowned Neapolitan band Le Grand Osim Orchestra. This is energetic take on the traditional travelling circus from an extraordinary young company. Reality and gravity are left behind in a show performed at a breathtaking pace with side-splitting humour and stunning skill.

Did somebody say Baby Rave? Yes, they did! It’s a real rave (17 May) complete with a DJ, dance instructors, lights, projections, sensory flooring, parachutes and pushchair parking.  A totally unique, interactive dance and music event for the under-4s. 

Following the international success of The Gruffalo and The Snow Dragon, theatre company Tall Stories returns to the Festival with Monster Hits (17 May), a brand new show for ages 3 and upwards. When young William goes to stay with his grumpy grandpa for the first time, storytelling, comedy and songs create a riotous world where friends are found in unlikely places.

Finally on 2 May at 6pm, the Festival will start with a bang with a traditional mascletà, a daytime firework display which makes its impact with noise instead of light. Wherever you are in the city, you’ll know the festival has begun!

Festival director, Jonathan Holloway, said, “The Norfolk & Norwich Festival is committed to young people. In 2006, we launched a wide-ranging education programme and in 2007 we launched our international children’s festival. Like all the work the Festival presents, the children’s festival is intended to be new and challenging, inspirational and engaging, energetic and fun. All the things that I think kids embrace with open arms and most importantly, with open eyes, ears and minds. We hope the Festival will be the beginning of a life-long love of music and the arts."

Listings information follows.

Press contacts: Martha Oakes and Sue Lancashire at Martha Oakes PR, 

020 8854 5460 or 07798 626555 / martha.oakes@btconnect.com or sue.lancashire@btconnect.com
Notes to Editors

1. The Norfolk & Norwich Festival’s principal corporate sponsor is National Express East Anglia (formerly ‘one’ Railway)

2. The Norfolk & Norwich Festival is supported by Arts Council England, Norfolk County Council and Norwich City Council. 

3. The Festival Fanfare mascletà is sponsored by May Gurney

4. Images available on request
5. Booking line 01603 766400 / www.nnfestival.org.uk
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Norfolk & Norwich Children’s Festival 4 to 17 May 2008

Booking line 01603 766400 / www.nnfestival.org.uk
Endellion String Quartet

Secret World of Strings – A Family Concert

Sunday 4th May at 3pm

Norwich Playhouse, 42–58 St George’s Street, Norwich NR3 1AB

£5 

Age range: 7+

Theatre of Widdershins

Elves & The Shoemaker

Monday 5th May at 11am & 2pm

Norwich Puppet Theatre, St James, Whitefriars, Norwich NR3 
£5

Age range: 3 – 9

City of Secrets

Saturday 10th May from 11am

Free

Visit www.nnfestival.org for more information

Chamber Orchestra Anglia with Sir Colin Davis

Open rehearsal: Saturday 10th May from 10.30am–1.30pm and

2.30pm–3.30pm

Performance: Saturday 10th May at 4pm

St Andrew’s Hall, St Andrew’s Hall Plain, Norwich NR3 1AU 
Free and unticketed

Circo de la Sombra



UK Premiere
Sunday 11th May at 5pm

Theatre Royal Norwich, Theatre Street, Norwich NR2 1RL

£13, £13, £10, £10, £5 

Baby Rave

Saturday 17th May at 11am, 12:30pm, 2pm, 3:30pm

St Andrew’s Hall, St Andrew’s Hall Plain, Norwich NR3 1AU 

£4 

Age range: 4+

Tall Stories

Monster Hits

Saturday 17th May at 11am & 2pm

Norwich Playhouse, 42–58 St George’s Street, Norwich NR3 1AB

£5 

Age range: 3+
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